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12 Country Finder

1.1	 Please set out the various regimes applicable to recognising and enforcing judgments in your jurisdiction and the names 
of the countries to which such special regimes apply. 

Applicable Law/Statutory Regime Relevant Jurisdiction(s) Corresponding Section Below
The Hague Convention on the Recogni-
tion and Enforcement of Foreign Judg-
ments in Civil and Commercial Matters 
(1 February 1971). 

Cyprus, Albania, the Netherlands, Portugal, and 
Kuwait (ratified by Law 11/1976).

Questions 3.1, 3.2, 3.4.

Bilateral treaties concluded between the 
Republic of Cyprus and other sovereign 
States on legal assistance and cooperation 
in civil and commercial matters.

The Czech Republic (Part II Art. 23 – Law 
68/82), Hungary (Part II, Art. 22, Law 7/83), 
Bulgaria (Part II, Art. 25, Law 18/84), Greece 
(Chapter III, Art. 21, Law 55/84), Syria (Law 
160/86), the Russian Federation (Chapter V, Art. 
25, Law 172/86), Ukraine (Part V, Art. 20, Law 
8 (III)/05), States of Former Yugoslavia (Serbia 
and Slovenia) (Chapter IV, Art. 20, Law 179/86), 
Egypt (Law 32 (III)/96), China (Art. 28, Law 19 
(III)/95), Poland (Law 10 (III)/97), Germany 
(Chapter VI, Art. 29, Law 5/84), State of Qatar 
(Law 16 (III)/2019).  

Questions 3.1, 3.2, 3.3.

The Hague Convention on the Recogni-
tion and Enforcement of Foreign Judg-
ments in Civil or Commercial Matters  
(2 July 2019).

The Convention has not yet entered into force. Questions 5.1.

The Foreign Judgments (Reciprocal 
Enforcement) Law of 1935 (Cap. 10), as 
amended by the Reciprocal Execution of 
certain Judgments of the Commonwealth 
Countries Law 130(I) of 2000.

For judgments obtained in the United Kingdom, 
British dominions, protectorates and mandated 
territories as well as other foreign countries 
which accord reciprocal treatment to judgments 
given in the Republic of Cyprus.

Questions 2.2, 2.5, 2.9, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 
3.4.

Cyprus statutory regime: the Decisions of 
Foreign Courts (Recognition, Registra-
tion and Enforcement) Law of 2000 (Law 
121(I)/2000).

Provides the legal framework for the recognition 
and enforcement of any foreign judgments issued 
by any court or tribunal of a foreign country with 
which Cyprus has entered into a bilateral agree-
ment for the mutual recognition and enforcement 
of judgments, where these bilateral and multilateral 
treaties do not provide for a specific procedure. 

Questions 2.2, 2.4, 2.5, 2.10, 2.13, 
3.2, 3.3.

The common law regime. Countries to which none of the above specific 
treaties/statutes apply and which are not EU 
Member States.

Questions 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6 2.7, 
2.9, 2.13.
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22 General Regime

2.1	 Absent any applicable special regime, what is the 
legal framework under which a foreign judgment would 
be recognised and enforced in your jurisdiction?

The rules of common law govern the recognition and enforce-
ment of judgments from countries not covered by the regimes 
outlined in question 1.1. 

Hence, when no other course of action is available pursuant 
to any multilateral or bilateral treaty, EU regulation or domestic 
statute, a foreign judgment may be sought via a common law action. 

This regime is based on common law precedents and is not 
codified in a statute.  Therefore, its application is not absolute 
and must be approached on a case-by-case basis.  Cypriot courts 
will assume jurisdiction where the judgment debtor’s place of 
residency is Cyprus and/or they retain assets in Cyprus. 

2.2	 What constitutes a ‘judgment’ capable of 
recognition and enforcement in your jurisdiction?

Art. 3 of Law 121(I)/2000 stipulates that a “judgment of a 
foreign court” is a decision of a court, arbitral tribunal or body 
of a foreign country with which the Republic of Cyprus has 
concluded or is bound by a treaty on mutual recognition and 
enforcement of judicial and arbitral awards, and which is enforce-
able in the country where it was issued.  Furthermore, the term 
“decision” includes any enforceable interim decision or decree.

Additionally, Art. 2 (1) of Cap. 10 provides that a “judgment” 
designates a judgment or order given or made by a court in any 
civil proceedings, or a judgment or order given or made by a court 
in any criminal proceedings for the payment of a sum of money 
in respect of compensation or damages to any injured party.

2.3	 What requirements (in form and substance) must 
a foreign judgment satisfy in order to be recognised and 
enforceable in your jurisdiction? 

When a foreign judgment can only be enforced by a common 
law action, the substantive requirements that must be satisfied in 
order for a Cypriot court to make a declaration of enforceability 
are hereinafter laid down in question 2.7 below.  In form, the 
foreign judgment must generally satisfy the conditions necessary 
to establish its authenticity under the law of the foreign forum 
through which it was granted.

2.4	 What (if any) connection to the jurisdiction is 
required for your courts to accept jurisdiction for 
recognition and enforcement of a foreign judgment?

Pursuant to Art. 2 of Law 121(1)/2000, Cypriot courts will 
assume jurisdiction to adjudicate applications for the recogni-
tion of a foreign judgment when at least one of the parties is resi-
dent within the Cypriot jurisdiction. 

It was established in the Supreme Court of Cyprus case 
VTB Bank (Open Joint-Stock Company) v Taruta Sergey Alekseyevich, 
General Application No. 378/14, judgment dated 12 June 2020, 
in relation to the recognition and enforcement of arbitral awards 
pursuant to the Convention on the Recognition and Enforce-
ment of Foreign Arbitral Awards 1958 (New York Convention), 
that Cypriot courts will assume jurisdiction when the party 
against whom the arbitral award shall be enforced is a non- 
Cypriot resident but retains assets within the Republic of 

Cyprus.  Although it was held obiter in the above case that in 
order for the Cypriot courts to have the power to issue a judg-
ment for the recognition and enforcement of a foreign judgment 
in Cyprus it is necessary for the respondent, or at least the appli-
cant, to be resident in Cyprus, the judgment leaves room for 
argument; thus it remains to be seen how this will be interpreted 
by the district courts. 

In relation to the common law regime applicable in the 
absence of a bilateral and/or multilateral treaty, the courts have 
jurisdiction to decide on questions of enforcement without the 
obligation to establish a degree of connection with the Cypriot 
forum.  Nevertheless, the Cypriot courts have discretion to 
dismiss a civil action for forum non conveniens where there is no 
real connection to the jurisdiction, but usually only in excep-
tional circumstances.

2.5	 Is there a difference between recognition and 
enforcement of judgments? If so, what are the legal 
effects of recognition and enforcement respectively?

Under common law, enforcement follows recognition.  In 
order for a foreign judgment to be enforced in Cyprus, it must 
be primarily recognised, since it cannot be executed outside 
the medium of the Cypriot courts.  The same applies for the 
recognition and enforcement of English judgments in Cyprus 
pursuant to the provisions of Cap.10 (see also question 3.2). 

2.6	 Briefly explain the procedure for recognising and 
enforcing a foreign judgment in your jurisdiction.

When no other course of action is available pursuant to any 
multilateral or bilateral treaty, EU regulation or domestic statute 
(for these, please see question 3.3), enforcement of a foreign 
judgment may be sought via a common law action through the 
procedure given below.

The claimant may issue fresh proceedings before the Cypriot 
courts by filing a writ of summons (usually specifically endorsed), 
relying on the facts which created the cause of action in which 
the foreign judgment was given and requesting relief identical to 
the that provided for by the foreign judgment.  Thereafter, the 
claimant may proceed with a summons application for summary 
judgment under Order 18 of the Cyprus Civil Procedure Rules, 
on the ground that the defendant has no reasonable prospect of 
defending the claim.

If the application is successful, the defendant will not be 
permitted to defend, and the Cypriot court shall make a declara-
tion of enforceability.  The successful applicant may then proceed 
to apply any method of enforcement (see question 4.1 below).

2.7	 On what grounds can recognition/enforcement of a 
judgment be challenged? When can such a challenge be 
made?

At common law, the recognition and enforcement of a foreign 
judgment may be refused on one or more of the following grounds:
a.	 The judgment is contrary to the public policy of Cyprus.  

In Attorney General of the Republic of Kenya v Bank fur Arbeit 
Und Wirtschaft AG (1999) 1(A) C.L.R. 58, the Supreme 
Court affirmed that public policy includes the same funda-
mental values recognised by a society in a specific time 
period as those which govern the transactions and other 
perspectives of its members; such values permeate the 
established legal order and relate to political, economic or 
social grounds of objection.
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the public policy of Cyprus, and/or the matter has already been 
decided upon.  The same applies where the issue has already 
been decided by a competent court in a foreign jurisdiction.  
Where local proceedings are pending between the parties, a stay 
of the proceedings or even an application to reject the recogni-
tion may be filed.

Pursuant to Cap. 10, the Cypriot courts may set aside a foreign 
judgment if a final judgment regarding the same matter has 
already been issued in another court (Section 6 (1)(b)).

2.10	 What is your court’s approach to recognition and 
enforcement of a foreign judgment when there is a 
conflicting local law or prior judgment on the same or a 
similar issue, but between different parties?

Cypriot courts will not review the substance of a foreign judg-
ment when examining an application to recognise and enforce 
such judgment; thus, it is unlikely that recognition and enforce-
ment will be refused due to the applicable law conflicting with 
national law. 

Nevertheless, if the foreign judgment is contrary to the public 
policy of Cyprus and contravenes the fundamental principles of 
Cypriot law, its recognition and enforcement will be refused. 

If recognition and enforcement is sought under Law 
121(I)/2000, the examination of the public policy element will 
depend on the wording of any applicable bilateral or multilat-
eral treaty.  Under Art. 6 (I)(a)(v) of Cap. 10, Cypriot courts will 
examine whether such recognition and enforcement contradicts 
public policy. 

In the recent case of Intralot Holdings Ltd v. Ion, Application 
No. 246/2020, judgment dated 23 July 2021, the court of first 
instance whilst applying EC case law interpreted the public 
policy exception in a less restrictive manner, and held that 
in order for the objection of public policy to succeed, it must 
mainly touch on a broader issue of general importance for the 
Cypriot legal order. 

2.11	 What is your court’s approach to recognition and 
enforcement of a foreign judgment that purports to 
apply the law of your country?

A foreign judgment purporting to apply the law of Cyprus is 
still a judgment of a foreign court.  A foreign judgment cannot 
be challenged under Cypriot law on the ground that the foreign 
court misapplied or misinterpreted Cypriot law.  The general 
rules applicable to the recognition and enforcement of foreign 
judgments apply in this case. 

2.12	 Are there any differences in the rules and 
procedure of recognition and enforcement between 
the various states/regions/provinces in your country? 
Please explain.

There are no differences in the rules and procedures of recog-
nition and enforcement between the regions/districts of the 
Republic of Cyprus.

2.13	 What is the relevant limitation period to recognise 
and enforce a foreign judgment?

Where the judgment is enforced at common law through the initi-
ation of an action, the relevant limitation period according to the 
Limitation of Actionable Rights Law of 2012 (Law 66(I)/2012) 
is 15 years from the date at which the foreign judgment became 

b.	 The foreign judgment offends the principles of natural 
justice enshrined in the Cyprus legal system, and if the 
foreign proceedings in the context of which the judgment 
was obtained were conducted improperly or in breach of the 
notion of natural justice.  The Cypriot courts shall assess 
whether all parties in the original proceedings had been 
duly served, and whether the defendant was given a fair 
opportunity to be heard and received sufficient notice of 
proceedings to be able to defend or contest them. 

c.	 The foreign court lacked jurisdiction upon the circumstances 
of the case to issue the judgment.  The Cypriot courts shall 
examine the matter by applying the jurisdictional rules of 
private international law.  It is not sufficient that the foreign 
court had jurisdiction according to its own legal rules.

d.	 The foreign judgment is not final and conclusive.  A final 
judgment is one that is final in the country in which the 
judgment was made and if it creates res judicata between the 
parties to the foreign proceedings, in the sense that it may 
not be re-adjudicated by the court that issued it, albeit an 
appeal is pending before the higher courts of the country 
of origin.  In the event that an appeal is already pending 
in the country where the judgment was initially issued, or 
is likely to be filed by the judgment debtor, the Cypriot 
courts retain discretion to decide whether to set aside the 
registration of the judgment. 

e.	 The judgment was fraudulently obtained, and such fraud 
can be readily proved.

f.	 The rights under the judgment are not attributable to the 
person applying/requesting enforcement of the judgment.

g.	 The claim is pending elsewhere (lis alibis pendens). 
h.	 There exists a previous final and conclusive judgment 

between the same parties of a competent foreign or 
Cypriot court with sufficient jurisdiction, conflicting with 
the judgment for which enforcement is sought.

As soon as the judgment debtor has been served, they may 
appear in court and oppose the application, which will then lead 
to a hearing.  Following the issuance of a judgment, the losing 
party can then appeal such judgment. 

If, for any reason, the other party does not appear in the 
proceedings for registration, he could apply at a later stage to 
have the judgment set aside due to specific and limited reasons, 
such as improper service or lack of jurisdiction of the court. 

2.8	 What, if any, is the relevant legal framework 
applicable to recognising and enforcing foreign 
judgments relating to specific subject matters?

There are several regimes pertaining to the enforcement of judg-
ments on specific subject matters, such as bankruptcy/liquida-
tion, child support and arbitration.  Some examples include the 
European Convention on Certain International Aspects of Bank-
ruptcy 1990, the United Nations Convention on the Recovery 
Abroad of Maintenance 1956, and the New York Convention.

2.9	 What is your court’s approach to recognition and 
enforcement of a foreign judgment when there is: (a) a 
conflicting local judgment between the parties relating 
to the same issue; or (b) local proceedings pending 
between the parties?

Under common law, the principle of res judicata shall apply if 
a conflicting local judgment exists between the parties on the 
same issue, and the defendant shall be entitled to challenge 
recognition and enforcement on the basis that the foreign judg-
ment is not final or conclusive and/or is manifestly contrary to 
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according to the law of the contracting party in the 
territory of which the judgment was given and, in case 
of incapacity to plead, such party was properly repre-
sented; and

d.	 be accompanied by a certified translation of the appli-
cation and the above documents in the language of the 
requested contracting party or into English.

	■ In substance:
a.	 the foreign judgment should be final and binding and 

its authenticity must have been established; 
b.	 the defendant should have been duly summoned in 

sufficient time to take part in the proceedings according 
to the law of the contracting party in the territory of 
which the judgment was given and, in case of incapacity 
to plead, the defendant was properly represented;

c.	 the judgment was rendered by a court of competent 
jurisdiction;

d.	 recognition is not contrary to Cypriot public policy;
e.	 the judgment has not been obtained by fraud;
f.	 the actionable right should not be covered by res judi-

cata; and
g.	 the proceedings should not be frivolous or vexatious 

or constitute an abuse of the court’s process. 
The substantive grounds on which a foreign judgment may be 

recognised and enforced under Cap. 10 closely reflect common 
law.  Art. 6 of Cap. 10 requires that:
a.	 the judgment is final and conclusive;
b.	 the judgment provides for a payable sum of money;
c.	 the courts of the country of the original court had 

jurisdiction;
d.	 the judgment was duly served;
e.	 the judgment does not contravene public policy;
f.	 the judgment has not been obtained by fraud; and
g.	 the rights under the judgment are not vested in the person 

by whom the application for registration was made.

3.2	 With reference to each of the specific regimes set 
out in question 1.1, does the regime specify a difference 
between recognition and enforcement? If so, what is the 
difference between the legal effect of recognition and 
enforcement?

Both the Hague Convention 1971 and the bilateral treaties set 
out in question 1.1 provide for the automatic recognition and 
enforcement of foreign judgments.  These are enforced in 
Cyprus by virtue of Law 121(1)/2000, Art. 5 (2), which provides 
that a judgment creditor is entitled to apply simultaneously for 
both recognition and enforcement of a foreign judgment, or 
solely for recognition.

3.3	 With reference to each of the specific regimes set 
out in question 1.1, briefly explain the procedure for 
recognising and enforcing a foreign judgment.

The procedural provisions of bilateral agreements and multi-
lateral treaties apply.  The general rule is that the procedure is 
governed by the law of the contracting State in the territory of 
which the judgment is recognised and enforced.  However, one 
must bear in mind that Malachtou v. Armefti (1987) 1 C.L.R. 207, 
with reference to Art. 169 (3) of the Constitution of the Republic 
of Cyprus, established that a convention which has been ratified 
in the Republic of Cyprus prevails over any other law, whether 
the convention precedes or follows the law in time.  Hence, if 
a convention provides for a different and/or conflicting proce-
dure, that procedure shall apply.

final.  Under Law 66(I)/2012, the limitation period starts to run 
from the perfection of the claim/cause of action. 

Limitation periods are not provided under Cap. 10 and Law 
121(I)/2000.

32 Special Enforcement Regimes Appli-
cable to Judgments from Certain Countries

3.1	 With reference to each of the specific regimes 
set out in question 1.1, what requirements (in form 
and substance) must the judgment satisfy in order to 
be recognised and enforceable under the respective 
regime?

The Hague Convention 1971 requires, in form (Art. 13), that the 
party seeking recognition or applying for enforcement provides: 
a.	 a complete and authenticated copy of the decision;
b.	 if the decision was rendered by default, the originals or 

certified true copies of the documents required to establish 
that the summons was duly served on the defaulting party;

c.	 all documents required to establish that the decision fulfils 
the conditions of the treaty; and

d.	 unless the authority addressed otherwise requires, trans-
lations of the documents referred to above, certified as 
correct either by a diplomatic or consular agent, or by 
a sworn translator or any other person so authorised in 
either State.

In substance (Art. 5), recognition or enforcement of a deci-
sion may nevertheless be refused in any of the following cases:
a.	 if recognition or enforcement of the decision is manifestly 

incompatible with the public policy of the State addressed 
or if the decision resulted from proceedings incompatible 
with the requirements of due process of law, or if, in the 
circumstances, either party had no adequate opportunity 
fairly to present his case;

b.	 if the decision was obtained by fraud in the procedural 
sense; or

c.	 if proceedings between the same parties, based on the 
same facts and having the same purpose, are pending 
before a court of the State addressed, and those proceed-
ings were the first to be instituted or have resulted in a 
decision by a court of the State addressed, or have resulted 
in a decision by a court of another State which would be 
entitled to recognition and enforcement under the law of 
the State addressed.

To date, the Hague Convention 1971 is not applicable as the 
parties to it have not concluded a Supplementary Agreement 
with Cyprus.  Nevertheless, reference to it is made due to the 
fact that by virtue of Art. 21, if a supplementary agreement is 
concluded to this effect, it could be applicable in the future.

Regarding the bilateral treaties set out in question 1.1, there is 
no holistic approach.  Pursuant to Art. 5(1)(e) of Law 121(I)/2000, 
the reasons on which the defendant may base his objection are 
limited to the conditions laid down in the applicable treaty.

Nevertheless, the following minimum requirements have 
been established by all:

	■ In form, the foreign judgment must:
a.	 satisfy the conditions necessary to establish its 

authenticity which are set out in the applicable legal 
instrument;

b.	 contain a finality and enforceability clause, unless this 
is evident by the judgment itself;

c.	 be accompanied by a document certifying that the 
party against which the judgment was given and who 
failed to attend the proceedings was duly summoned 
and in sufficient time to take part in the proceedings 
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According to Art. 6 of Cap. 10 as soon as the judgment is regis-
tered, an application to set aside that judgment can be sought.  
During this period, the foreign judgment cannot be enforced.

A decision on the application for registration of a foreign 
judgment that has been issued by a court of a contracting party 
to the Hague Convention 1971 can be set aside according to Art. 
5 of the Convention, on the following grounds:
a.	 if recognition or enforcement of the decision is manifestly 

incompatible with the public policy of the State addressed 
or if the decision resulted from proceedings incompatible 
with the requirements of due process of law or if, in the 
circumstances, either party had no adequate opportunity to 
fairly to present his case;

b.	 if the decision was obtained by fraud in the procedural 
sense; or

c.	 if proceedings between the same parties, based on the same 
facts and having the same purpose, are pending before a 
court of the State addressed, and those proceedings were 
the first to be instituted, have resulted in a decision by a 
court of the State addressed, or have resulted in a decision by 
a court of another State which would be entitled to recogni-
tion and enforcement under the law of the State addressed.

A challenge can be made by the judgment debtor when the 
judgment creditor files an application by summons (by notifica-
tion to the other party) to register a judgment issued by a court 
of a country that Cyprus has concluded a supplementary agree-
ment with to this effect.

42 Enforcement

4.1	 Once a foreign judgment is recognised and 
enforced, what are the general methods of enforcement 
available to a judgment creditor?

Once a foreign judgment is recognised by Cypriot courts, it can 
be enforced in the same manner as any judgment issued origi-
nally by a Cypriot court.  It has been held in Kountouris Deputy 
Minister of Justice and Public Order (1997) 1 (C) C.L.R. 1677 that 
the purpose of recognising and enforcing foreign judgments is 
to synchronise that judgment with a judgment of a competent 
court of Cyprus and execute it accordingly.

Thus, once the foreign judgment is recognised and enforced 
by Cypriot courts, the judgment creditor has the following 
options under the Civil Procedure Law, Cap. 6:
a.	 Writ of execution for the sale of movables, which entails 

the sale of a judgment debtor’s movable property for the 
benefit of the judgment creditor.  Every court’s judgment 
or order for the delivery of possession of movable property 
may be executed through a writ of delivery, ordering the 
delivery of the movable property to the judgment creditor.

b.	 Writ for the sale of immovable property.
c.	 Writ of sequestration of immovable property.
d.	 Registration of an encumbrance order (memo) over 

immovable property.
e.	 Garnishee order/third-party debt order.  Through this 

process, the court has power to order a third party not to 
alienate in any way the amount determined in the order 
and, additionally, if the third party is a bank, to confiscate 
the amounts owed directly.

f.	 An order to the judgment debtor to make payments 
towards the debt on a monthly basis.  The amount and 
dates of the payments will be determined by the court 
according to the financial position of the judgment debtor.

g.	 Injunctions and other orders encumbering the interest 
of the judgment debtor on shares and other stock owned 
(Encumbering Orders Law 1992 (Law 31(I)/1992).

Art. 5 of Law 121(I)/2000 provides that the following steps 
should be followed:
a.	 The procedure begins with the filing by the judgment 

creditor of an application by summons accompanied by an 
affidavit, in accordance with the provisions of the Cyprus 
Civil Procedure Rules. 

b.	 When registering the application, a hearing date is set 
at a time not exceeding four weeks from the date of its 
registration.

c.	 After the registration of the application, a copy of the 
application must be served on the defendant without delay.  
The Cyprus Procedural Regulations on Civil Procedure 
for substitute service may apply.

d.	 The defendant submits, if he so wishes, a written objec-
tion accompanied by an affidavit on the facts on which he 
bases his objection at least two days before the date of the 
hearing of the application.

e.	 The reasons on which the defendant may base his objection 
are limited to the question of the jurisdiction of the court, 
the proven satisfaction of the decision, and to the exist-
ence of the conditions laid down in the treaty concerning 
its application.

f.	 The court must not extend the time limit for filing an 
objection, unless it is convinced that there are special 
reasons for granting a reasonable extension.

g.	 Evidence of the facts may be made either by affidavit or 
oral testimony at any stage of the proceedings.

h.	 At the end of the hearing, the court shall render its 
decision.

With respect to UK judgments that may be recognised and 
enforced pursuant to the provisions of Cap. 10, the following 
procedure must be followed:
a.	 The judgment creditor may file an application to the court 

on an ex parte basis (without notifying the other party) 
requesting the recognition of the foreign judgment.

b.	 Upon the satisfaction of the court that the foreign judg-
ment should be recognised in Cyprus, an order is issued to 
that effect. 

c.	 Following its issuance, the order must be served to the 
judgment debtor, who has the right to dispute the recogni-
tion by applying to the court to set aside the registration. 

3.4	 With reference to each of the specific regimes set 
out in question 1.1, on what grounds can recognition/
enforcement of a judgment be challenged under the 
special regime? When can such a challenge be made?

With regard to Cap. 10, enforcement may be refused when the 
following conditions apply:
a.	 the English judgment cannot be enforced by execution in 

England;
b.	 the enforcement of the English judgment would be 

contrary to public policy in Cyprus;
c.	 the judgment debtor had not received notice of the original 

proceedings in England in sufficient time to enable him to 
defend the proceedings, and thus did not appear;

d.	 the English court had no jurisdiction in the circumstances 
of the case;

e.	 the rights under the English judgment are not attributable 
to the person who is seeking its registration and enforce-
ment; or

f.	 the matter in dispute in the proceedings in England had, 
previously to the date of the English judgment, been the 
subject of a final and conclusive judgment by a court 
having jurisdiction in the matter.
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	■ It excludes certain matters from its scope, such as those 
relating to:

	■ family law;
	■ insolvency;
	■ privacy;
	■ intellectual property and various others included in 

Article 2 of the Convention; or 
	■ scope arbitration and related proceedings. 

	■ It does not prevent or limit the recognition and enforce-
ment of judgments under national law, bilateral, regional 
or other international instruments.

In addition, Cyprus has completely reformed the Civil 
Procedure Rules for all new cases as of 1 September 2023 and 
in addition has adopted a new eJustice Online System as of 
15 January 2024, the combination of which should provide 
for quicker resolution of applications for recognition and 
enforcement of foreign judgments.

5.2	 Are there any particular tips you would give, or 
critical issues that you would flag, to clients seeking 
to recognise and enforce a foreign judgment in your 
jurisdiction?

Clients seeking to recognise and enforce a foreign judgment in 
Cyprus should primarily consider which of the aforementioned 
regimes in Cyprus would apply, in order to determine the 
procedural route that should be taken to achieve enforcement.  
Fundamentally, this depends on the identification of the juris-
diction in which the original judgment was rendered.  More-
over, the formal requirements set by the applicable framework 
should be diligently considered, since an application for recog-
nition and enforcement will be easily dismissed by Cypriot 
courts on technicalities.

Moreover, provided that the judgment debtor is a Cypriot 
company, the judgment creditor has the option of delivery of a stat-
utory demand under the Companies Law (Cap. 113) for payment of 
the liquidated and undisputed sum, within 21 days from the date of 
its service.  In case of failure to comply, the judgment creditor has 
the right to file a winding-up petition to the court.

In addition, liquidation/winding-up proceedings/appointment 
of equitable receiver can be initiated against a judgment debtor. 

52 Other Matters

5.1	 Have there been any noteworthy recent (in the 
last 12 months) legal developments in your jurisdiction 
relevant to the recognition and enforcement of foreign 
judgments? Please provide a brief description.

On 1 September 2023, the Hague Convention of 2 July 2019 on 
the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Judgments in Civil 
or Commercial Matters entered into force. 

By providing a minimum standard for the circulation of 
foreign judgments in civil and commercial matters among 
the countries that are party to the convention, the convention 
promotes access to justice for all and facilitates international 
trade, investment and mobility by reducing the risks and costs of 
cross-border litigation.

It allows EU citizens and businesses to have rulings by a court 
in the EU recognised and enforced in non-EU countries that are 
also party to the convention.

It also ensures that non-EU country judgments are recognised 
and enforced in the EU only where fundamental principles of 
EU law are respected.

The key features of the convention include the following:
	■ It applies to the recognition and enforcement of judg-

ments in civil or commercial matters (Article 1), including 
consumer and individual employment contracts.
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of King’s College London.  Phoebus Clerides was an ex-Minister of Justice 
and an ex-member of the House of Representatives.  Dr. Christos Clerides 
was also an ex-member of the House of Representatives and the National 
Council of Cyprus, as well as President of the Cyprus Bar Association.  
Currently the office is lead by the third generation of advocates, Phoebe 
Cleridou, Alexandros Clerides and Constantinos Clerides.  It has been active 
for 74 consecutive years in the provision of legal advice, services, and in the 
management and resolution of disputes with a main activity and speciali-
sation litigation.  Out of court the firm provides advice in relation to corpo-
rate, commercial and related matters.  In light of its long existence, the firm 
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the principles, the accumulated knowledge, the professionalism and the 
consistency to serve and to support the needs of each client.
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